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In the Matter of
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for Law Enforcement Act
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)

CC Docket No. 97-213

Comments of ALLTEL COmmunications. Inc.

ALLTEL Communications, Inc.! ("ALLTEL") hereby submits its comments in

response to the Commission's Public Notjce, DA98-762 (released April 20, 1998) in

the above-referenced matter. In support thereof, the following is set forth.

ALLTEL supports the Petition for Extension of Compliance Date filed jointly

on March 30, 1998 by AT&T Wireless Services, Inc., Lucent Technologies, Inc. and

Ericsson, Inc. (the "Joint Petition") and, in particular, the request to extend the current

October 25, 1998 compliance date until at least October 24, 2000. The Joint Petition

succinctly sets forth the obvious and untenable situation facing telecommunications

carriers: an impending deadline2 to comply with capabilities, the standards for which

1 ALLTEL Communications, Inc. is the subsidiary of ALLTEL Corporation through which CMRS, long
distance, paging and other competitive telecommunications services are provided to subscribers. Other
affiliates and subsidiaries of ALLTEL Corporation provide wireline local exchange service in various
states.

2 ALLTEL notes, as does the Joint Petition, that as of the current deadline, non-compliant carriers are
subject to penalties of $10,000 per day per violation and the absence of a stable technical standard does



(not to mention the equipment) do not yet exist. J The Commission is keenly aware of

this situation inasmuch it must now arbitrate the standards dispute between interested

parties with opposing views as to the scope and capabilities authorized under CALEA.

The Commission is keenly aware as well of the lead time required for the development

and implementation of the systems needed to comply with CALEA once the standard is

set. 4 Given these factors and others cited in the Joint Petition, ALLTEL believes that a

24 month extension is fully warranted.

In the Public Notice, the Commission seeks. comment on the manner in which it

can most quickly and efficiently extend the compliance deadline should such an

extension be warranted. CALEA compliance cuts across the entire telecommunications

industry. Carriers are affected by the absence of a solid standard and risk substantial

forfeitures unless the compliance date is extended. As intimated by the Commission

itself5 it makes little sense to require each carrier to file an individual petition seeking

an extension when the entire industry is essentially in the same situation. The

Commission, which, as noted above, is well aware of the status of the standards setting

process, may either toll the compliance date as suggested in the Joint Petition6 or issue

not, without other relief, release carriers from their obligations under CALEA. See Joint Petition at
page 11.

3 The Joint Petition also notes that the matter is in the Commission's hands for resolution. See Joint
Petition at page S.

4 The Joint Petition, which requests a 24 month extension of the compliance deadline, notes that a period
of between 24 and 30 months may be required before manufacturers can release a software package
containing new features. See Joint Petition at fn.S.

See Public Notice at page 4.

See Joint Petition at page 11.
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a blanket extension for all telecommunications carriers. The tolling or extension period

should be a full 24 months unless the Commission is presented with irrefutable

evidence that CALEA compliance may be accomplished by all telecommunications

carriers within a shorter time frame. In ALLTEL's view, either of these two options

best serve the carriers' interest in stability as well as the interests of administrative

efficiency and conservation of the Commission's resources.

Respectfully submitted,

ALLTEL Communication1jInc.

1 .~.i ' /
/ / ..',BrJ sL~J;~

Glenn S. Ra in
Federal Regulatory Counsel

ALLTEL Corporate Services, Inc.
655 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 220
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 783-3976

Dated: May 8, 1998
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Glenn S. Rabin, do certify that on May 8, 1998 copies of the foregoing

Comments of ALLTEL Communications, Inc. were either hand-delivered, or deposited in the

u.S. Mail , first-class, postage prepaid to the persons on the attached service list.

ilJ>~
Glenn S. Rabin
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